This symposium will feature student representatives reporting findings of 103 projects that were conducted during 1971. These projects, sponsored by the National Science Foundation, were the first to be supported under the Foundation's recently established Student-Originated Studies (SOS) Program. The two basic objectives of the SOS Program are (i) to encourage college students to express in productive ways their concern for the environmental wellbeing of our nation and (ii) to provide support for groups of college and university students who can demonstrate their readiness to assume increased responsibility for their own educational development.
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Certain major features were shared by all projects. As the title suggests, the projects were student-originated, student-planned, and student-directed, and were carried out by a student grouLp under the leadership of their chosen student project director. Associated with each project as project adviser was a faculty member of the host institution, a 4-year college or university.
The student groups directed their attention to a problem or set of problems related to the environment-physical, biological, or social-on a full-time hasis for an uninterrupted period of 10 to 12 wveeks. The projects stressed interdisciplinary approaches to understanding problems and searching for solutions and, accordingly, were manned by students drawn from several fields. In presenting proposals, moreover, the students were asked to submit evidence that their findings might be useful to local planners or to other civic or governmental bodies that are concerned with environmental quality 
